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THE GUNPOWDER FRIENDS MEETING NEWSLETTER 

TWELFTH MONTH 2025 
 

MISSION 
 
To inform the Gunpowder Friends Meeting (GFM) community as well as others in the wider BYM Friends 
community of timely events, concerns, and calls to action. Through additional features, queries, and 
reflections the Newsletter simultaneously serves as spiritual nourishment and as a tool for raising our 
collective conscience regarding specific issues, concerns, and calls to action. 
 

NEWSLETTER FORMAT 
 

We have returned to a simpler print and emailed PDF version of the Newsletter for the foreseeable future. 
If you are not receiving the Newsletter the way you prefer, please let us know. Just send an e-mail to the 
editor (address below) indicating your preference: ‘e-mail’ or ‘snail mail.’  Please include your full address! 
Thank you. 
 
 

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER 
 ARE WELCOMED AND APPRECIATED 

 
If you have a concern, query, social justice issue, or Quaker event you would like the community to know 
about or reflect upon, please submit your offering via e-mail to the editor (address below). Before 
submission, all articles should be edited, proofread, and concise, whenever possible. Space is limited, so 
there are no guarantees a contribution will find its way into the Newsletter, but the editor will make every 
effort to do so.  
 
 

PLEASE SEND YOUR PREFERENCES, CONCERNS, 
 AND/OR EDITORIAL OFFERINGS TO: 

 
 

 
Editor: Claire Twose     ctwose@verizon.net 
Distribution: Amy Schmaljohn amy@schmaljohn.com 
Please send submissions to Claire 
  

mailto:ctwose@verizon.net
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     12TH MONTH 
 

 
 
 
Sat 12/6 
 
Sun 12/7 
 
 
 
Tue 12/9 
 
Sat 12/13 
 
 
Sun 12/14 
 
 
 
Thurs 12/18 
 
Sun 12/21 
 
 
Wed 12/24 
 
Sun 12/28 
 
 
Thurs 1/1/26 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
3:00pm-4:30pm 
 
10:00-11:00am 
11:30am 
 
 
4pm 
 
9:00am- 
3:00pm  
 
9:00am 
10:00-11:00am 
11:30am 
 
6:00-8:30 pm 
 
10:00-11:00am 
11:30am 
 
7:00pm  
 
9:00am 
10:00-11:00am 
 
10:00-3:00pm 
12:00-1:30pm 
 

 
 
 
Drumming Circle 
 
Meeting for Worship (in person with technology bridge/Zoom link) 
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business (in person with  
technology bridge/Zoom link) 
 
Informal Social Zoom using the regular worship zoom link 
 
Quiet Day, contact LouAnne Smith at: 
Louannesmith2@gmail.com 
 
Second Sunday SING! (in person with technology bridge/Zoom link) 
Meeting for Worship (in person with technology bridge/Zoom link) 
Coffee Social 
 
Spiritual Formation Dinner and Gathering at the Meeting House** 
 
Meeting for Worship (in person with technology bridge/Zoom link) 
Forum: Bayard Rustin (in person with technology bridge/Zoom link)** 
 
Christmas Eve at Gunpowder** 
 
Bible Study after the manner of Friends 
Meeting for Worship (in person with technology bridge/Zoom link) 
 
Sing in the New Year with Friends** 
Shared Meal 
 
 

 
** See announcements for details 
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Gunpowder Friends Meeting 
Monthly Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business 

Minutes for 2nd day, Eleventh Month, 2025 
 

Meeting began with a period of silent worship with 15 Friends and attenders including 4 
attending by videoconference (Zoom) and audio. 
 

Meeting for worship began with a period of silent worship with 15 Friends and attenders present, 
including 4 attending by videoconference (zoom) and audio. 
The Clerk opened the meeting with a reading from Isaac Pennington. The clerk reviewed the agenda with 
Friends. 
 
Nominating Committee, Reported by LouAnne Smith 
Nominating committee reports that Claire Twose has accepted our nomination as Clerk of our Meeting 
beginning First Month, 2026 This is a first reading of the nomination and we will seek approval next month. 
Amy Schmaljohn has accepted a nomination as our interim assistant clerk beginning First Month, 2026.  
This interim position is short term in nature from Jan 2026 until June 2026. This nomination is also a first 
reading and we will seek approval of this nomination next month as well.  
We thank Greta for her service as Clerk and for allowing Nominating Committee ample time to do our 
work.  
  
Report on the joint gathering of Little Falls, Deer Creek, and Gunpowder Meetings on 10/12/2025: 
Reported by LouAnne Smith 
Little Falls Meeting, Deer Creek Meeting and Gunpowder Meeting met on 12th, Tenth Month . At this 
meeting, Friends discussed the non- sustainability of Friends School of Harford due to the demographics 
of the community.  The goal has pivoted to the growth of a local agricultural educational institution to 
build skills for land and environmental stewardship.  
Friends received this report today.  
 
Report from the Marriage Oversight Committee for Rodolfo (Bret) Tortolero and Emma Hall, 
Reported by Amy Schmaljohn 
On Saturday, October 18th at 12 noon, Rodolfo (Bret) Tortolero and Emma Hall were married under the 
care of Gunpowder Friends Meeting.  The Meeting for Worship for the accomplishment of this marriage 
was held in good order and all in attendance signed the marriage certificate.  Rebecca Richards, as clerk 
of the Marriage Oversight Committee, signed the Baltimore County Marriage Certificate, which has been 
filed with the county as evidence of the accomplishment of the marriage.  A copy of the license and 
certificate will be provided for inclusion in the records of Gunpowder Friends Meeting.  The day was 
joyful, with many Gunpowder Friends and family and friends of Bret and Emma, including a lovely Golden 
Retriever, in attendance.  
Friends received the report.  
 
Finance Committee Report, Reported by Amy Schmaljohn 
Amy shares the finance committee’s charge as advising the Meeting on the financial implications of 
choices being considered by the Meeting regarding future expenditures and investments, and helps 
Meeting members and attenders to understand the relationship between household contributions and the 
Meeting’s budget. The Committee also informs and advises the Meeting regarding the receipt and 
purpose of any special gifts to the Meeting. The Committee helps to ensure that the Meeting’s financial 
activities are aligned with the Meeting’s Mission, Vision, and Values (adopted 2019) and its Key Financial 
Principles (adopted 2022). 
 
We are currently projecting income to hold relatively steady for 2026  from Member/Attender 
contributions and  from our Friends Fiduciary Investment Portfolio.   
The goal is to have the operating budget to be met by contributions from Friends.  
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MINUTES, continued 
We have a modest capital budget. We project two capital expenses for 2026 involving the exploration of 
the expansion of the Meeting’s burial ground into land already owned by the Meeting and costs for a 
planned upgrade of the hardware needed to support the Meeting’s technology bridge. 
 
Our energy bill has increased due to the cost of energy being on the rise secondary to improving 
infrastructures.  
  
We had our first reading of our 2026 budget. We will have our second reading in 12th Month.  
Friends received this report today.  
 
Ministry and Worship, Rebecca reported on ministry and counsel’s work.  
In our most recent meeting we held discernment of several items related to the good order of worship, 
including delivery of messages (encouraging Friends to speak up so all can hear the promptings of 
Spirit), continuing evolution of the practices for closing worship, and anticipated upgrades to technology 
around the Meeting House.  
Our suggested One Book reading this year will be  Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman. 
 
Forums have been planned as follows: 

November -- an introduction of Howard Thurman by viewing part of a PBS documentary "Backs 
Against the Wall" and sharing reflections on quotes from the One Book, led by the Working Group on 
Racial Reconciliation  
December -- a look at the life and work of Bayard Rustin, led by Janet Abrams 
January -- Worship Sharing on the Spiritual State of our Meeting in preparation for reporting to BYM 
February -- Focus on spiritual aspects of the One Book and its implications for our Quaker testimony, 
led by members of M&W 
March and beyond -- we hope to have a representative from FCNL discuss their work in this 
congress, we are looking at bringing attention to the successful work of the Baltimore Peace 
Movement in homicide reduction in the city 

We propose to again hold the New Year's Day Sing led by Ruth Fitz. 
Our suggestion is to make a broad invitation including Friends from BYM and the local churches 
Stevenson AME and Bosley UMC. 
 
Friends approve of Ruth Fitz holding our New Year’s Day Sing and of the broad invitation from BYM and 
the local churches.  
Friends discern the concern of potential illnesses during the season of higher risk for respiratory 
illnesses. Friends were easy with including in the invitation to remind Friends to keep each other safe and 
to consider our own unique risk tolerances during this time of year. 
 
There are no matters of Record. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Greta Kirk-Mickey, Clerk 
Sharon Daily, Recorder 
 
Clerk’s Reading: 

“Be willing to be nothing, that thou mayest be possessed of Him who is all. Cease from thy own 
workings,  that the power of the lord may work in thee. 
 
This is a hard lesson to the flesh, to be content to be nothing, to know nothing, to have nothing, that 
God alone may be all in all. 
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When the Lord requires thee to be still, to cease from thy own thoughts, and not to follow thy own 
reasonings, there is thy cross. 
 
Silence is the place where the Lord waits to reveal Himself. Seek it diligently, and He will be your 
guide. 
 
In the deep stillness, the Spirit whispers the things that the ears of men cannot hear.” 

-Isaac Pennington 
 

Clerk’s Musings 
 

A word about language:  I often express myself in “God” language; It is the language that I 
grew up hearing and using and so it feels comfortable to me.  However – my own belief is 
much, much broader.  It encompasses Holy One, Creator, Spirit, All That Is, That which is 
Unknowable and Unnamable, without gender, and so much more.  I invite you to interpret the 
language I use in whatever way works best for you. 
 

Ways to spoil Meeting for Worship 
 
In my early days of exploring my relationship with the Religious Society of Friends I was in conversation 
with a group of meeting Elders about the essence of Meeting for Worship.  Part of that conversation was 
a sharing around what it means to sit in “holy expectation”.  That’s the traditional term for what we strive 
to do during worship – that we hold the expectation that God may gift us with a message either for 
ourselves alone, or to be shared with those in meeting.  That understanding for me changed my way of 
being in worship and helped me to open to the possibility of divine revelation.  It helped me to be 
attentive to Spirit and to work to quiet the meanderings of my mind. 
 
Another sharing from those Elders was the saying that “there are only two ways to spoil Meeting for 
Worship; the first is to come prepared and the second is to come unprepared”.  I turned this over in my 
heart and mind for quite a while and came to this:  If I come prepared to share something that’s been 
sitting with me, no matter how deep or spiritual it may seem, no matter how much I may believe that it will 
be helpful for others to hear, the simple act of planning a message means that it is of me, and may well 
not be what Spirit would have me speak.  It greatly reduces my ability to be open to what Spirit might gift 
me in worship.  But what then of coming unprepared?  I have come to understand this as being about the 
state of my personal relationship with Spirit and my deep seeking for spiritual wisdom.  For me, it means 
having a daily spiritual practice; an ongoing conversation with God.  When I am in right relationship with 
Spirit, I find that I am more open to hearing what is given to me as I sit in holy expectation.   
 
I have carried this saying with me for some forty years and return to it regularly.  I hope it opens way for 
you as well. 
 
Footnote: 
Dear Friends, this is the last writing I will share as “Clerk’s Musings”.  I have consulted with our incoming 
clerk, Claire Twose and I am delighted that she is clear that I may continue to share my thoughts with you 
in the GFM Newsletter over the coming months.  I will do so under the new title of “Inside Out”.  I am 
grateful to all who have shared how meaningful my writing has been for you.   
With gratitude, Greta 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Clerk’s Announcement: 
If you would like an email or a notice to go out to members and attenders of the Meeting, please send 
your request to GunpowderClerk@gmail.com. 

mailto:GunpowderClerk@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, continued 

Spiritual Formation Program: December 18th 6 pm 

Always We Begin Again -- an invitation from Gunpowder's Spiritual Formation Coordinators 
As the title of the beloved spiritual classic reminds us, the spiritual life offers many new beginnings.  Even 
as we’ve experienced nearly 25 years of Spiritual Formation at Gunpowder, the program begins anew 
each year with all Friends who’ll gather to share and support one another in our spiritual journeys.  

If you want to know more about the Spiritual Formation program at Gunpowder,  please reach out to 
Rebecca Richards (rebecca.richards4912@gmail.com) or Amy Schmaljohn (amy@schmaljohn.com). 

Please mark your calendars for the Gunpowder gathering at the Meeting House on December 18th from 
6:00 - 8:30pm.  Everyone is welcome!  We’ll meet every third Thursday of the month at that same 
time.  Rebecca Richards and Amy Schmaljohn 

December Forum: Bayard Rustin December. 21st 11:30 am 
Bayard Rustin (1912-1987) was an African American Quaker who devoted his life to the active, large-
scale embodiment of the testimonies of Equality, Peace, and Community for all people. He was complex, 
brilliant, and controversial like other Prophets in history. This forum will introduce his path to becoming a 
Friend, what he accomplished through his work, and how his vision for a just society was partially 
achieved. It will also touch on how his work connected to the ministries of Howard Thurman and Martin 
Luther King Jr.  Janet Abrams will be facilitating this session. 

An Invitation from the Quakers Healing Circle (Q.H.C.) 
The Quakers Healing Circle has discerned that we are called to hold the world in the Light for healing 
from 8:00 to 8:15 every Monday evening.  We are also clear to invite all who may be so led to join us in 
this practice that the Light may be magnified.  Please plan to join with the Quakers Healing Circle as we 
hold the world in the Light and invite everyone that you can!  If you have questions about this practice or 
Q.H.C. please contact Greta Kirk Mickey at greta.mickey@gmail.com. 
 
"Here comes Santa Claus, Here comes Santa Claus..."  Gunpowder is doing "Santa" again!!  
Our community has taken great joy over the years in providing presents for a family who would 
otherwise have slim pickings under the family tree. 

Once again this year, we will be shopping for two teenage girls currently making a home 
with grandparents.  
The complete "wish list" will be at the Meeting House over the next few weeks. You can choose one or 
two items, or if it's easier, you can provide cash for the shopping teams, or gift cards from Target, 
Walmart, or Amazon which allow the girls to choose their own styles, colors, etc.   

Christmas Eve at Gunpowder 
Come and celebrate the mystery of Christmas Eve in a beautiful and simple gathering with your 
Gunpowder community.  
We gather at 7 pm for 30 minutes of worship followed by singing carols and perhaps a cup of hot cocoa 
and a Christmas cookie.  
All before we trundle off home to don our kerchief or cap and settle in for our "long winter nap." 
 
From Nominating Committee 
Many thanks to Friends who serve our Meeting whether formally or informally. We are an all-volunteer 
organization, and we thrive when many share in our work. Your participation enriches the Meeting, and 
Friends find that their involvement in our Meeting’s community deepens connections and relationships.   
We are working to fill current openings on three committees. We invite you to consider participating! 

mailto:rebecca.richards4912@gmail.com
mailto:amy@schmaljohn.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, continued 

Ministry and Worship (one position open): M&W cares for the spiritual health and refreshment of the 
Meeting.  This committee cares specifically for Meeting for Worship. 
Care and Support (two positions open): Because we see each person as a minister, Friends 
collectively accept responsibility for the pastoral work that would be performed by a paid minister. This 
committee tracks and coordinates meeting the personal needs of members and regular attenders—
needs for encouragement, counsel, and support. 
Property (two positions open): As stewards of our Meetinghouse and grounds, this committee 
maintains the building and grounds for present use and preserves them for future generations, while 
respecting the historic legacy of the property.  
Does this kind of involvement call to you?  Any member of Nominating Committee would be happy to 
speak with you.  Also, our Meeting website page “How the Work Gets Done” provides more information 
and links to the committee charges.   
From Nominating Committee: Wendy Balder, Tina Beneman, Ruth Fitz, Marilyn Rothstein, LouAnne 
Smith (clerk) louannesmith2@gmail.com)  
The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world's deep hunger 
meet. --Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking (1973) 
 
Meeting Directory Updates 
We need your help! Care and Oversight is preparing to republish (internally) our Meeting Directory in 
December. (This request was also sent via Clerk’s email in mid-November.)  
 
If you have any updates or corrections to your entry since December 2024 
OR   
if you are new to our community and would like to be listed in our directory, 
email louannesmith2@gmail.com by Monday 12/1/2025. Please provide your email address, postal 
address and phone number(s).   
 
If you have been listed previously in the directory and you wish to opt out, 
email louannesmith2@gmail.com or call 443-595-8292 with your request by Monday 12/1/2025. We will 
keep your contact information in our database, but we won't publish it in the directory.  
 
The updated directory will be emailed to Gunpowder Friends, and at that time you will have the option to 
request a paper copy. Please note that the directory is not posted on our website and is not searchable 
on the internet. The directory is for the use of Meeting members and attenders for Meeting business only 
(and Meeting business includes reaching out to one another in Gunpowder's beloved community).   
Thank you for your help as we strive to provide accurate and up-to-date information in our directory.  
 
Sing in the New Year with Friends Thursday, January 1 10 a.m. -- 3:00 p.m.(Lunch from 12 -- 1:30 
p.m.) at the Meetinghouse 
 
Come for all or part of the day or listen on our technology bridge if you’re unable to participate in person. 
 
Ruth Fitz will lead the singing, with music that ranges from energizing and fun, to quieting and 
worshipful. 
 

Let’s re-enchant our precious world, one room, one song at a time! -- Barbara MacAfee 
 
No prior musical experience needed! 

                                                                                                                                         
  

https://gunpowderfriends.org/work-of-the-meeting/how-the-work-gets-done/
https://www.frederickbuechner.com/wishful-thinking-a-seekers-abc
mailto:louannesmith2@gmail.com
mailto:louannesmith2@gmail.com
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