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Welcome to the October Web Edition of the Gunpowder Newsletter.  Some information has been redacted.  To 
receive the full monthly Newsletter please feel free to inquire with Gunpowder’s Clerk at 
gunpowderclerk@gmail.com.  
 
Members and attenders may access newsletters and monthly minutes in the log-in area of the website. 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
Clerk’s Announcement: 
If you would like an email or a notice to go out to members and attenders of the Meeting, please send 
your request to GunpowderClerk@gmail.com. 
 
 
Deer Creek, Gunpowder, Little Falls Friends Meetings Outdoor Meeting for Worship  
Falls Creek Farm Land Stewardship Center Sunday, Oct. 12 2025 11 a.m.  

 
All Gunpowder Friends are welcome to join Friends from Little Falls and Deer Creek for Meeting for 
Worship and for a program about the evolution of the program at Friends School of Harford where the 
vision is “Building skills for environmental and land stewardship.” Several Gunpowder Friends have 
attended in the past and have found this gathering informative and  inspiring.  

 
Schedule: 
Meeting for Worship 11-11:45 a.m. 
Welcome Beth Babikow 11:45 a.m.  
Silvopasture Project Bill Clark 12:00 noon 
Brown Bag Lunch 12:30 p.m. 
Self-guided walks  
 
What to bring:  Brown bag lunch and beverage; Sturdy chair with arms if you do not want to sit on a  

folding chair 
 
What to wear:  Clothes for outdoors; sturdy walking shoes  
 
Parking:   Parking along the lane. If mobility is a concern, pull up to the garage.  
 
Address:   2704 Conowingo Rd. (Rt 1) , Bel Air MD 21015 

About 6 miles north of the town of Bel Air; 7 miles south of the town of Darlington  
Across from Flying High Farm and Forge Hill Rd  
www.friendsschoolofharford.org 
friendsschoolofharford@gmail.com  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, continued 
 
Spiritual Formation Program: Opening Session October 16th 6 pm 

Always We Begin Again -- an invitation from Gunpowder's Spiritual Formation Coordinators 
As the title of the beloved spiritual classic reminds us, the spiritual life offers many new beginnings.  Even 
as we’ve experienced nearly 25 years of Spiritual Formation at Gunpowder, the program begins anew 
each year with all Friends who’ll gather to share and support one another in our spiritual journeys.  

September 19-21 many of us attended the retreat offered by Baltimore Yearly Meeting’s Spiritual 
Formation Working Group. We’re eager to share our experiences of the retreat and to re-gather 
Gunpowder’s group. If you want to know more about the Spiritual Formation program at 
Gunpowder,  please reach out to Rebecca Richards (rebecca.richards4912@gmail.com) or Amy 
Schmaljohn (amy@schmaljohn.com). 

And please mark your calendars for our first Gunpowder gathering at the Meeting House on October 16th 
from 6:00 - 8:30pm.  Everyone is welcome!  We’ll meet every third Thursday of the month at that same 
time.  Rebecca Richards and Amy Schmaljohn 

 
Forum for 10th month, (October 19) offered by the Working Group on Racial Reconciliation  
Bayard Rustin (1912-1987) was an African American Quaker who devoted his life to the active, large-
scale embodiment of the testimonies of Equality, Peace, and Community for all people in the US. He was 
complex, brilliant, and controversial like all of the Prophets of history. This forum will introduce his work, 
what he accomplished, and how his vision for a just society was partially achieved and now is being 
rolled back. Janet Abrams will be facilitating this session. 
 
 
McKim Partnership Working Group on October 23rd  
At our Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business in August, Gunpowder Friends affirmed our 
commitment to our partnership with the McKim Community Association.  McKim was founded by 
Quaker John McKim in 1821 (the same year our current Meeting House was built!) as a Free School 
for Baltimore’s children, and it is today the oldest continuously operating community center in our city 
and state, and possibly the country.  We’re so grateful to participate in its caring work for Baltimore’s 
youth and families.  So please plan to join in the monthly meetings of the Working Group and any of 
our partnership activities throughout the year.  For the Zoom link to our monthly meetings, please 
contact Amy Schmaljohn at amy@schmaljohn.com 
 
 
Gunpowder Friends Annual Fall Clean up: November 15th 
Property Committee invites all Friends to our annual leaf/property cleanup on Saturday, November 15 
from 11:00 to 2:00. Bring a rake, gardening implements, or just come for the fellowship and pizza!  Music 
provided.  See Harry Faulkner for questions/details.   
 
 
An Invitation from the Quakers Healing Circle (Q.H.C.) 
The Quakers Healing Circle has discerned that we are called to hold the world in the Light for healing 
from 8:00 to 8:15 every Monday evening.  We are also clear to invite all who may be so led to join us in 
this practice that the Light may be magnified.  Please plan to join with the Quakers Healing Circle as we 
hold the world in the Light and invite everyone that you can!  If you have questions about this practice or 
Q.H.C. please contact Greta Kirk Mickey at greta.mickey@gmail.com. 
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Requests for The North County Food Pantry 

We have a special request this month to provide personal hygiene items, for example Toothpaste, 
brushes, soap, shampoo, hairbrushes. 
 
Holiday giving takes many forms. Each year our Meeting helps provide a bountiful table for a family in our 
neighborhood at both Thanksgiving and Christmas. This year our contribution will add up to about $120 
for each holiday. Rebecca Richards will collect cash and purchase the requested items. Thanks for your 
generosity.  

 
 

Clerk’s Musings 
 

A word about language:  I often express myself in “God” language; It is the language that I 
grew up hearing and using and so it feels comfortable to me.  However – my own belief is 
much, much broader.  It encompasses Holy One, Creator, Spirit, All That Is, That which is 
Unknowable and Unnamable, without gender, and so much more.  I invite you to interpret the 
language I use in whatever way works best for you. 

 
Forgiveness 
 
Over the past year or so, as I’ve written “Clerk’s Musings” I’ve often opened a page and written a word 
or two as a placeholder, thinking I’d complete it later.  This morning I opened this one.  All it said was 
“Forgiveness”.  I had already looked at “Faith” and “Hope”.  It all feels somewhat serendipitous. 
CLERK’S MUSINGS, continued 
 
My heart has been feeling heavy of late.  There has been pain in personal relationships, the pain of loss, 
the pain of watching what I believed to be the core values of my country torn asunder.  Within all of 
these there is a calling toward compassion and forgiveness.  Pema Chodron writes about drawing our 
pain and negativity inward, holding it, welcoming it, blessing it, and finally transforming it into 
compassion for self,  leading to  understanding and compassion for others.  I struggled mightily with this 
entire concept until an image of a mended kintsugi bowl rose in me.  Taking the broken receptacle, and 
mending it with gold, to recreate the same, yet very different beautiful bowl.  To me, this embodies the 
work of lifting up faith, and hope, and forgiveness – a movement toward and into compassion, opening 
way for a lighter, more open heart, mind, and spirit. A different path forward.   
 
In Peace, 
Greta 

 


