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Welcome to the July 2025 Web Edition of the Gunpowder Newsletter.  Some information has been redacted.  To 
receive the full monthly Newsletter please feel free to inquire with Gunpowder’s Clerk at 
gunpowderclerk@gmail.com.  
 
Members and attenders may access newsletters and monthly minutes in the log-in area of the website. 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Clerk’s Announcement: 
If you would like an email or a notice to go out to members and attenders of the Meeting, please send 
your request to GunpowderClerk@gmail.com. 
 
 
Join us July 17th and 18th for two fun-filled days of McKim Summer Camp at Gunpowder!   

For the fourth year in a row, McKim campers will spend two days with Gunpowder Friends at our Meeting 

House and grounds.  We expect 20 youth (ages 7-14) and the leaders and staff of McKim’s Summer 

Camp.  There are so many ways for you to get involved:  help to plan and offer a 30-minute fun activity 

for the youth; join in the drumming circle or farm visit; help prepare and serve lunch each day; help with 

clean up and set up; donate food items or cash for the snacks and lunch we will provide.  Even if you 

can’t join us for both days, come for one.  It’s been a memorable experience for all who have been 

involved.  We’re building relationships with the young people (some will be with us for their fourth year) 

and with McKim’s caring coaches and teachers.  Welcoming McKim’s summer campers is one important 

aspect of our partnership with this historic “free school” founded by Quakers in Baltimore’s Jonestown 

neighborhood in 1821.  For more information about how you can get involved, contact Amy Schmaljohn 

(amy@schmaljohn.com; 410-245-8300).   

 

Meeting for Worship with a Concern for our Country   
In response to the events of the day, Stony Run Friends Meeting has created a space to gather to bring 
their spirits to this moment.  Every Wednesday at 4:00pm friends gather in the Meeting Room to sit in 
expectant worship.  They begin with a query or song and end with sharing.  This space is open to all who 
are seeking another way, to gather in the darkness while holding on to the Light.  All are welcome!  Stony 
Run Friends Meeting is located at 5116 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21210. 
 
 
KAYAK Available. Jon Acton has a kayak berthed at the Loch Raven Reservoir. It is a two seater. 
Friends are invited to use it, for fishing or paddling. Please call Jon to get details of the location and to 
ensure it is available, at: jonacton@gmail.com. 
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Thinking About Race (July 2025)  
 

In last month’s newsletter feature “Thoughts about Race”, the members of the Working Group on Racial 
Reconciliation asked you to send us your favorite short quotations from Quaker and other thinkers which 
embody your understanding of beloved community, in general, and/or in the context of racial 
reconciliation. We said that you might think of these short quotes as the kind of cogent sentences that we 
might hear read as inspirational “voices” during Meeting for Worship. We noted that we will be collecting 
these to use in the newsletter and that they should be sent to Anita Langford at amlangfo@verizon.net .  
 
Recently two members of this Working Group sent quotes. Here they are! 
 
The WGRR committed to read and study Howard Thurman's book Jesus and the Disinherited. Thurman's 
wisdom helps us see how damaging the wounds of history are for all of us and how freeing it can be to 
shed them. In this way, it opens a path to living a deeply connected life. Helen Berkeley shared a quote 
from  Thurman's book from Chapter 5 on love: 
 
"A man must love his neighbor directly, clearly, permitting no barriers between them." 
 
Catherine Dibble shared a poem, "Outwitted" by Edwin Markham. Edwin Markham lived long before 
Howard Thurman yet encapsulates in this poem much of the spirit of Howard Thurman's message: 
 

Outwitted 
by Edwin Markham 
 
He drew a circle that shut me out— 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
But Love and I had the wit to win: 
We drew a circle that took him in! 
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