
 
 
 

 
Welcome to the February 2023 Web Edition of the Gunpowder Newsletter.  Some information has been 
redacted.  To receive the full monthly Newsletter please feel free to inquire with Gunpowder’s Clerk at 
gunpowderclerk@gmail.com.  
 
Members and attenders may access newsletters and monthly minutes in the log in area of the website. 
 
 

QUERIES:EDUCATION 
 

 

 

QUERIES: 
 

How can we most effectively foster a spirit of inquiry and a loving and 
understanding attitude? 

 

What effort are we making to be better acquainted with Quaker faith and 
practices and the beliefs of other faiths? 

 

Do we take an active and supportive interest in schools, libraries, and 
other educational resources in our communities and elsewhere? 

 

How do we prepare ourselves and our children to play active roles in a 
changing world? 

 

 
ADVICES: 

 

Seek for ourselves and for our children the full development of God’s gifts, which is true education. 
Realize that education should continue throughout life, and that all should share its opportunities and 
privileges. Be ready at all times to receive fresh light from whatever quarter it may come; approach 
new theories with discernment. 

 

Friends are concerned to educate for individual growth, community responsibility, a knowledge of 
God’s world, and a sense of wonder at continuing revelation in this changing universe. Religious 
education begins early in the home as the child participates in family silence, prayer, readings from 
the Bible and other religious works, and in family discussions. We set an example in our own lives 
and seek actively to guide our children’s development of sensitivity to God and the world. 

 

 

VOICES: 

 
The belief that there is “that of God in each person” is the foundation of the Quaker approach to 
education. Education cultivates the fullness of the human spirit through both openness and discipline. 
We are open to the knowledge, understanding, and wisdom that come from history, from our own life 
experience of God, and from the works and lives of others. We recognize all of life as an educational 
enterprise, that we are all teachers as well as learners.                 Northern Yearly Meeting 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

 
WGSV: NEXT MEETING 
The Working Group on Stewarding our Vision is charged with naming 
and supporting future Meeting aspirations. The next meeting of the 
WGSV committee will be held on Wednesday,  February 8th, 2023 at 
7:00pm via Zoom.  We will continue to move forward the work of 
caring for our Mission, Vision and Values and Key Financial Principals 
as well as continuing to carry the leadings gleaned as part of our 
October 2020 Discerning our Way Forward gathering. 
 
The WGSV's meetings are always open!  If you’d like to learn more 
about our work or simply test the waters, please plan on joining 
us. Please contact Greta Kirk Mickey at greta.mickey@gmail.com or 
Anita Langford at amlangfo@verizon.net so that we can provide you 
with materials and the Zoom link. 

 
 

  
UPCOMING FORUMS 
 
Sunday, February 19th Forum at rise of Meeting will be on the 
impending revisions to Baltimore Yearly Meeting’s (BYM) Faith 
and Practice document and GFM’s input in the process. 
 
    ~  
    
Sunday, March 12th Forum at rise of Meeting will be a  
conversation with a representative from Friends Fiduciary.  
 
The Working Group on Stewarding our Vision in conjunction with the 
Finance committee are excited to share that Eston Griffin, Director 
of Business Development and Constituent Relations at Friends 
Fiduciary, will be with us for our forum on March 12th, to present 

information and to field questions around our investments with them. We have asked Friends Fiduciary to provide some 
basic information  about Friends Fiduciary itself, about the funds that Gunpowder’s money is invested in, to look at the 
performance of these investments, and to share with us what impact they are having in the world. In preparation for 
this forum, visiting these links may be helpful: 
 
What are Friends Fiduciary’s Quaker-values investment 
guidelines?   
https://friendsfiduciary.org/wp-
content/uploads/Investment-GuidelinesJune-2020-
FINAL.pdf 

How does Friends Fiduciary invest?  
https://friendsfiduciary.org/how-we-invest/   

How is Friends Fiduciary involved in active management of 
investments? https://friendsfiduciary.org/news/   

Eston will be prepared to speak to these and other topics and to 
answer our broader questions as well. We look forward to 
seeing you all there! Coffee Social will be postponed to 3/19/23. 
 

 



Announcements, continued… 

MEETING FOR WORSHIP FORMAT DISCERNMENT DOCUMENTS NOW AVAILABLE 

Ministry and Counsel offers two 
documents on    the subject of 
Meeting for Worship format 
discernment. One, entitled: Meetings 
for Worship at Gunpowder Friends 
Meeting: Our Shared Journey of 
Discernment Precipitated by the 
Covid-19 Pandemic.  

And a second entitled: Did you 
Know? The Technology Bridge at 
Gunpowder, which is a description of 
our lessons learned and experiences 
with the technology bridge that allows 
Friends at home to connect with 
Friends in the Meeting House for 
worship and other Meeting activities.  

Both documents are now available on the Gunpowder website. Just click on the links in blue, 
above, for the document(s) you wish to access.  

CLARIFICATION ON THE NEW DIGITAL FORMAT 
OF THE NEWSLETTER 

Welcome to the new digital format of the Gunpowder 
Friends Meeting monthly newsletter. The cover page will 
appear in your e-mailbox every month as an e-mail. 
Scroll down and you will see listed the various sections of 
the newsletter with an accompanying link. Click on the link 
and you will be taken to the chosen section. Simply hit 
the backspace icon on your computer page ( < ) or the 
close button on your open page and youwill be taken 
back to the cover page in your e-mail where you can 
select another section to read. Don’t delete the  Constant 
Contact/newsletter e-mail until you’ve read and 
downloaded all the newsletter content you want. Text set 
in blue within a section indicates additional links. 
Questions? E-mail: gfmnewseditor@gmail.com 

https://gunpowderfriends.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Meetings-for-Worship-at-Gunpowder-Our-Shared-Journey-of-Discernment-Thus-Far.pdf
https://gunpowderfriends.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Did-you-know-Tech-Bridge.pdf


 
PEACE AND JUSTICE 

	
 

FCNL:TAKE ACTION 
 

Gunpowder Friends Meeting’s main channel for receiving information and calls to 
action on important national issues of the day that strike at the heart of what it means 
to be a Quaker and live the Quaker testimonies is 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 
(FCNL). In the past year, FCNL has taken steps to 
further their mission through improvements to their 

website and other progressive measures. To find out more and learn 
how you can plug in effortlessly to this important work,visit: 
https://www.fcnl.org/updates/2020-04/new-tools-support-your-
digital-advocacy Anna Brown, Gunpowder’s FCNL liaison, is also 
available to answer any questions you may have. Anna can be 
reached at  goodwood28@hotmail.com. 

 
 
 
FCNL: AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG ADULTS TO MAKE CHANGE 

 
 
Registration for Spring Lobby Weekend 2023 is now open! Hundreds 
of young adults from across the country will gather at this annual 
conference from March 25-28 in Washington, D.C. and online, to 
learn advocacy skills and lobby Congress to support violence 
interruption programs. Share this opportunity with young adults in 
your community. 
 

 
 
 
FCNL: SAVE THE DATE:  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

 
Save the date, Thursday, February 23, 2023 for a Quaker 
Changemaker event on just migration, “Seeing Beyond the 
Border.” FCNL will host a conversation about faith and 
community work on the border and across the nation, 
exploring how we can advance policies that uphold the worth 
of every individual. Speakers joining FCNL will be Jennifer 
Long, Anika Forest, and Bridget Moix. Stay tuned for more 
information by visiting: 

https://www.fcnl.org/search?terms=Quaker+Changemaker+event+on+Just.+Migration 
 
 

https://www.fcnl.org/
https://act.fcnl.org/go/135954?t=28&utm_campaign=thisweek&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=29137.401791.MeMKdc&akid=29137%2E401791%2EMeMKdc


 
 

 
                  FEATURES 

 
 
                UPDATE: PARTNERING WITH THE INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE (IRC) 
                                                      Presented by Rebecca Richards 
 
 

 
IT IS JUST SO WONDERFUL… 
to spend a day with Friends, working, laughing, telling 
stories and all the while creating a home for refugees 
coming through the IRC’s resettlement program from 
“harm to home.” In the most recent case, Gunpowder 
Friends pulled together to set up house on January 16th 
for a  family of 8 including 6 children, (7-18), originally 
from Syria, but for some months in a rough camp 
somewhere.  
 
They now have a lovely home on the edge of a park. It is 
full of furniture, a month’s worth of food, full back packs 
for each of the kids, a new TV. They will be guided in the 
next steps by the IRC team of case workers – enrolling 
kids in school, completing needed paperwork, finding 
jobs, navigating the city. 
 
Gunpowder has done or helped with ten of these moves 
in the past year, and each time I have been in awe of the 
endless hours, broken backs, plentiful goods, and 
limitless love poured into the effort. A comprehensive 
review of our collaboration with IRC in their life-saving 
resettlement program will be issued in next month’s 
newsletter. In the meantime, kudos to all Gunpowder 
Friends who helped make a house a home for a grateful 
family of 8 this January. Sincere thanks go to: 
 
Phil Fratizi with truck and trailer for moving an entire 
household’s furniture, with  
Connor White, his able assistant, broad shouldered and very willing; AND 
Kathy Marten, first on the scene who worked joyfully in the kitchen for 5 hours, AND 
LouAnne Smith, who had the pleasure of washing her mother’s 12 place settings of dinnerware; AND 
Anna Brown, Wendy Balder, Rep Pickard who made beds, assembled fiddly IKEA drawer sets; AND  
Jo Brown who shopped til she dropped for $400+ in fresh foods and meats; AND 
I was ably assisted by Jean Sack, Mennonite missionary, in sorting and unloading stacks of furnishings.  
 
Truth be told, all of these folks did multiple, seemingly endless other tasks, but we got it all done. 
And it is BEAUTIFUL, with red roses on the coffee table just inside the door to welcome them and a tea pot 
on the dining room table.  
 
None of it would have been possible without the full backing of the whole Meeting. 
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
 
Rebecca Richards, very grateful Refugee Resettlement coordinator for GFM 
 
 
           
         
 
 

Home is where the heart is... 



 
Features, continued… 
 
 
 

                                                                        END PAGE 
 

 
              

 
Foggy evening sunset at Gunpowder. Lou Anne Smith. 1/3/23. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Submissions for the newsletter can be sent to: 

                     gfmnewseditor@gmail.com 
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