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GUNPOWDER FRIENDS MEETING NEWS, Web Edition for December, 2019 
 

        
                     LISTENING 
 
Queries  

When is it hardest for me to be ready to listen?  

To what extent do I open myself to the risks of listening? How have I been 
changed by deeply listening to another?  

What gets in the way when I seek to translate the ideas, perceptions, thoughts, 
and feelings of another into familiar terms? When is this most likely to happen?  

   

Advices  

Listening to the Spirit enables us to hear “where the words come from” when 
others speak. Hearing truth as others understand it is a way of deepening your own faith.  

Just as compassionate listening can be a healing experience, inattentive conversation can be unkind and hurtful. 
Undivided attention is a precious gift.  

Speak with your own, authentic voice, using the terms true to your experience. Encourage and welcome others 
to do the same. Read between the lines. Listen between the words.  

 

Voices   

Simple, respectful, prayerful listening is at least as good for the soul of the listener as for the person listened to.  
                                                                                                                                                                  Patricia Loring, 1997  

 

When listening, Friends need to be aware that certain words carry powerful emotional weight for them 
personally, and that they may hear meanings which reflect their own emotions and sensitivities rather than the 
intentions of the speaker. Each person is encouraged to be faithful in using the language which feels authentic 
and appropriate to their message, and those listening are encouraged to hold the actual words as lightly as 
possible, while seeking to be open to the Spirit which enlivens them.  

          New England Yearly Meeting, 2006  
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How falsely a listener may construe what we say if he takes only our words. Our words are often halting and 
many times plainly not what we mean. Back of what we mean on the conscious level, there is almost always a 
deeper unconscious meaning that is at work.  

         Douglas Steere, 1955  

 

Authentic listening is an act of love. To listen is to become vulnerable, to risk being drawn into someone’s 
suffering, to expose our assumptions to challenge. Listening can require great courage, which is why we will 
often tolerate injustice or even strike out in violence rather than risk listening.  

                                                                    Beyond Borders Newsletter  

   

 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

 
GUNPOWDER FRIENDS MEETING 
 

   NEXT VISION COMMITTEE MEETING AT GFM: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 7-8:30 PM.  All 
Friends are welcome. Contact Anita Langford if you will attend, at amlangfo@verizon.net . Please see the article 
about visioning in this newsletter for more information. 
 

 
CROP WALK BAKE SALE REPORT: This year Gunpowder donated $714 to our local Crop 
Walk.  Many thanks to everyone who donated to Crop Walk and purchased delicious baked 
goods!  Thanks, too, to everyone who donated baked goods and note cards. A final count for our 
walk will be forthcoming. 
Tina Rives 

 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8th, RISE OF MEETING: MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE: In lieu of a December 
Forum, Gunpowder Friends are invited to  join together in song at Broadmead for a lively, 
intergenerational session of caroling. Caroling will begin at Broadmead following a simple 
potluck lunch at rise of meeting at Gunpowder. All are welcome. See insert for more 
information. 
 

 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS TO DISTANT & ABSENT FRIENDS: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15TH: As part 
of our outreach, Care and Oversight will once again mail Christmas greetings this 
year.  Please plan to take some time to add your personal message to these letters on First 
Day 12/15/19, either before or after Meeting for Worship or after Monthly Meeting.  Not 
only does the wider circle of Gunpowder Friends appreciate hearing from us, it's also a good 
opportunity to acquaint yourself with our broader community. Questions? Contact any 
member of Care and Oversight.    

 
 

mailto:amlangfo@verizon.net
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CHRISTMAS EVE, DECEMBER 24 MEETING FOR WORSHIP, 7PM: Followed by caroling and cookies, 
cookies     and caroling! Feel free to bring a plate of cookies to share, if you are so moved. 
 

 
 

SPIRITUAL STATE OF THE MEETING WORSHIP SHARING, SUNDAY, 

JANUARY 12TH:   Worship Sharing regarding the Spiritual State of the 
Meeting will take place after rise of meeting on January 12, 2020. This 
vital practice helps the community reflect on its growth, challenges, 
concerns, and joys that have arisen over the past year. Moreover, the 
practice helps Friends draft the meeting's annual Spiritual State of the 
Meeting report to the Yearly Meeting, shared with and read by Friends 
everywhere. Queries for the sharing will be made available in a few weeks. 

If you have any questions or you are unable to attend the worship sharing but would like to share your insights 
about the meeting's spiritual state, please let Amy Schmaljohn or Rep Pickard, co-clerks of Ministry and Counsel, 
know. 
 

 
 
SPIRIT AND NATURE NEWS: The Spirit and Nature Committee asks that we remind you of 
Baltimore County’s Reuse Directory, which includes a list of organizations dedicated to 
recycling and re-use, as well as many helpful hints on the subject. A good reference at this 
acquisitive time of the year and all year round. Here is a link to the directory: 

http://resources.baltimorecountymd.gov/Documents/Public_Works/solidwastemanagement/reusedirectory.p
df  
 
 
 

BROADMEAD NEWS: The Broadmead Quaker Worship Group meets every Sunday 
from 11AM – 11:45AM in the Auditorium in the Center. Friendly visitors are most 
welcome. Quaker Lunch: There will be no Quaker lunch in December and January. 
The lunch will resume on Thursday, February 13th, 2020. 

 
 

 
FIRST DAY SCHOOL NEWS: On December 22nd and 29th, First Day School will 
be on break, and childcare will not be available.  First Day School and childcare 
will resume on January 5th. 
 
New in 2020: On the first Sunday of each month you are invited to the First Day 
School room to tell your own Quaker story.  Please consider joining us to speak 
to young Friends for a few minutes.  You will be supported by someone from 
First Day School & Friends Committee, who will give you some queries to 
respond to. Please consider being a guest speaker on January 5th or in the 
coming months.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the lobby.  THANK YOU! 

 
 
 

http://resources.baltimorecountymd.gov/Documents/Public_Works/solidwastemanagement/reusedirectory.pdf
http://resources.baltimorecountymd.gov/Documents/Public_Works/solidwastemanagement/reusedirectory.pdf
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PENDLE HILL:  
 

PRACTICING OUR QUAKER HERITAGE OF MYSTICISM AND RESISTANCE: DECEMBER 12TH – 
15TH (WALLINGFORD, PA): From earliest days, Quakers have sought to attend and follow 
the Inward Light, the Inner Teacher, as the only true guide to right action. And from earliest 
days, Quakers have been moved and guided by the Inner Teacher to act conscientiously in 
the world to “see what Love can do” to mend a world rent by injustice and oppression. In 
contemporary Quaker circles, we sometimes hear Friends speak of contemplative Friends 
and activist Friends, implying a false dichotomy—that some Friends are mystics and others 
are actively engaged in mending the world. To be faithful to our tradition and to the 

leadings of the Light, we are both seekers after the Truth as revealed to us in prayer and worship and 
animators of the Truth that is revealed to us. We participate both in mysticism and resistance to the ways of 
the world by standing and moving in revealed Truth. In this extended weekend together, we will hear plenary 
speakers, engage in extended worship and workshops, and reflect in small groups and large on our heritage 
and what Spirit asks of us today in creating the Beloved Community in a broken world. For more information 
and to register, go to www.pendlehill.org or call 610-566-4507 x137. 
 
 

 
FCNL:  

 
LOVE THY NEIGHBOR, NO EXCEPTIONS: FCNL offers ways to 
“love thy neighbor, no exceptions”: 
 

 Love Thy Member of Congress. Drop by the local office of your member of Congress and witness. 

 Love and Recruit Thy Young Adult Neighbor. Send young adults to FCNL’s Spring Lobby Weekend in 
March 2020 and pave the way for lifelong advocacy. 

 Build power among young adults. We're committed to providing training, resources, and programs for 
the next generation of advocates. Please let young adults in your meeting know about open applications 
for FCNL employment opportunities! 

 Love and Discern with Thy Neighbor. Help set FCNL’s legislative agenda in the 117th Congress by 
participating in the priorities process, which begins in January 2020. Set aside time in your meeting to 
discern FCNL's legislative priorities from mid-January through mid-April. Look out for a mailing from 
FCNL in January and visit our website for more information. 

 Love and Fund Thy Neighbor. Nurture and grow Quaker advocacy by becoming a monthly sustainer to 
FCNL. 

 Access and download "Love Thy Neighbor (No Exceptions)" resources and swag online.  

Please Share with Friends! 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pendlehill.org/
http://act.fcnl.org/go/74278?t=17&utm_campaign=mm&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&akid=11221%2E145900%2En1NKSP
http://act.fcnl.org/go/13744?t=18&utm_campaign=mm&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&akid=11221%2E145900%2En1NKSP
http://act.fcnl.org/go/13744?t=18&utm_campaign=mm&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&akid=11221%2E145900%2En1NKSP
https://act.fcnl.org/go/5972?t=21&utm_campaign=mm&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&akid=11221%2E145900%2En1NKSP
https://act.fcnl.org/go/50564?t=22&utm_campaign=mm&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&akid=11221%2E145900%2En1NKSP
http://act.fcnl.org/go/74280?t=19&utm_campaign=mm&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&akid=11221%2E145900%2En1NKSP
http://act.fcnl.org/go/74280?t=19&utm_campaign=mm&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&akid=11221%2E145900%2En1NKSP
http://act.fcnl.org/go/74281?t=20&utm_campaign=mm&utm_source=ak&utm_medium=email&akid=11221%2E145900%2En1NKSP
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MARYLAND’S PRISON POPULATION 
 

More of Maryland’s prison population is black than in any other state in the nation, a new report found. 

“More than 70% of Maryland’s prison population was black in 2018, compared with 31% of the state 
population, according to the report. That rate far surpasses the next closest states: Mississippi, South 
Carolina and Georgia, researchers found…The national average is 32% of a state’s prison population is 
black... ‘The rates of incarceration for young black males is the highest of anywhere in the country,’ said 
Marc Schindler, executive director of the Justice Policy Institute, a Washington, D.C., nonprofit, that aims to 
reduce incarceration. On Wednesday, the group released a report on the racial disparities in Maryland 
prisons… Maryland Public Defender Paul DeWolfe called the report’s findings ‘shocking, but unfortunately 
not surprising.’… ‘We see these racial disparities in who our clients are and how they are treated every day,’ 
DeWolfe said, ‘and we are constantly challenging exceptionally lengthy sentences that are imposed on black 
and brown youth.’  …DeWolfe said the state’s prison population is larger than it should be partly because of 
policies that allow for racial disparities in sentencing… ‘Hopefully, this report will encourage meaningful 
reform to provide Maryland with a more just system,’ he said.” 

See https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/crime/bs-md-cr-black-prison-population-report-20191106-
k4frv4ksfbfqri6rnwt4biflua-story.html .  This story, of which excerpts appear above, was reported by Jessica 
Anderson in the Nov. 6, 2019, edition of the Baltimore Sun.  The article contains a link to the full report by 
the Justice Policy Institute. 

 
 
 
Query:  Do I find myself making generalizations about groups of people who are not 
like me or my identity group? What in my experience leads me to those assessments? 
 
 

 
 
This column is prepared by the BYM Working Group on Racism (WGR) and sent to the designated liaison at each local 
Meeting.  The BYM WGR meets most months on the third Saturday from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Locations vary to allow 
access to more Friends.  If you would like to attend, on a regular or a drop-in basis, contact clerk David Etheridge, 
david.etheridge@verizon.net.  

https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/crime/bs-md-cr-black-prison-population-report-20191106-k4frv4ksfbfqri6rnwt4biflua-story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/crime/bs-md-cr-black-prison-population-report-20191106-k4frv4ksfbfqri6rnwt4biflua-story.html
mailto:david.etheridge@verizon.net
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Gunpowder Visioning Process Update 
 

 
What are the mission, vision and values that will lead Gunpowder into the future? Where are we 
being led? 
This past year’s Spirit-led visioning process has produced a clarified mission, vision and values statement 
that is ready for affirmation at the Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business on December 15th. 
The final report will begin with an overview of the process that was followed. The Meeting is blessed 
that so many  (63 persons) participated in this rich and rewarding process.  
 
 
What’s next? 
The Ad hoc Committee on Visioning will be laid down as its work is completed. The Meeting will be 
asked to approve a new committee which will advise the Meeting in how best to utilize the mission, 
vision, and values statement in discerning current and future operations and ministries. A draft charge 
and a name for this committee will be presented at the Meeting for Business in December. 
The new mission, vision, and values statement will be shared widely within the Gunpowder community, 
including on our new website. 
 
 
All are welcome to attend the Ad hoc Committee on Visioning meetings. 
The next and final committee meeting will be held on December 4th at 7 pm at the meeting house. If 
you would like to attend or have any other questions, please contact Anita Langford at 
amlangfo@verizon.net.    
 

 
 
 

mailto:amlangfo@verizon.net
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CAROLING AT BROADMEAD 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Caroling at Broadmead will occur on December 8, following a potluck lunch at the meetinghouse. 
Friends will gather after rise of meeting for lunch and warmups, then depart Gunpowder at 12:15 
for arrival at Broadmead's Arbor Cafe by 12:45. Friends should plan to carpool if they are able and 
plan to park in the complex (not the front lot). If in doubt, follow Broadmead instructions that day. 
A sign-up sheet for the potluck will be put up at the meetinghouse.  Bring what you like if you are 
able (and even if you forget to sign up  ).  
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12th MONTH  
 
Sun 12/1  10AM              Meeting for Worship; FDS*   
   11:15AM           Coffee Social/Letter-writing 
 
Wed 12/4  7PM  Final Ad Hoc Committee Visioning Meeting* 
 
Sun 12/8  10AM  Meeting for Worship; FDS*                                     
   11:15AM Simple Lunch followed by Caroling at Broadmead*  
 
Sat 12/14  9AM  Silent Retreat, simple lunch                                                                                      
                               Contact: Anita Langford. 410-560-3595 
                    
Sun 12/15  10AM   Meeting for Worship; FDS*  
   11:15AM Meeting for Business 
     Christmas Letter-signing for Distant and Absent Friends* 

                                                                                                                                                                               
Th 12/19  6PM                     Spiritual Formation Large Group                                              
 
Sun 12/22  9AM  Bible Study 

10AM  Meeting for Worship; No FDS/No Childcare                       
11:15AM            Richard Rohr Study Group                                                                                                   

 
Tues 12/24  7:00PM  Christmas Eve Meeting for Worship*                                 
   7:30PM  Cookies and Caroling*                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                         
Wed 12/25    CHRISTMAS DAY                                             

 
Sun 12/29  10AM  Meeting for Worship; No FDS/No Childcare 

 
 

1st MONTH 
 
Wed 1/1  10AM-4PM Sing-a-Long with Ruth Fitz*  
 
 
 

The Web Edition of the Newsletter does not include minutes from Gunpowder’s Meeting for Business.  
Personal Information has been redacted.  The full newsletter, complete with minutes, is available at the 

Meetinghouse – attenders may also request the electronic or print edition. 
 

Please feel free to inquire with Gunpowder’s Clerk at gunpowderclerk@gmail.com. 


